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Woman leaves
BofA to start
adult day care

Mother’s illness helped
developer see need for
center in Charlotte

Lynn Ivey didn’t know any-
thing about adult day care until
her family faced a medical cri-
sis about two years ago.

Now the former banking
executive is starting a for-profit
day-care center for cognitively
and functionally impaired
adults and their caregivers.

Ivey plans to begin construc-
tion of The Ivey, an
11,000-square-foot  facility on
Park South Drive near South-
Park mall, in July and open it
next April.

Charlotte has nearly a dozen
mainly nonprofit state certified
centers and adult care pro-
grams, . but
Ivey said her
research didn’t
turn up any of-
fering the
range of ser-
vices The Ivey
will have un-
der one roof.

Adults and
caregivers will have access, for
example, to massage therapy, a
hair and nail salon and take-
home meal service.
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The facility also will include
two personal care rooms with
whirlpool tubs, a physical ther-
apy room, a putting green, a
woodworking niche, a resource
library for caregivers and multi-
purpose rooms for music and
arts and crafts.

The building was designed
to look like a comfy country
lodge and offer daytime social
and therapeutic services from
exercise to medication manage-
ment in a home-like atmo-
sphere. ‘

Located in one of the city’s
highest income areas, The Ivey
is targeting the same demo-
graphic as such upscale senior-
living communities as The Cy-
press, also on Park South Drive.

Rates will be determined on
an assessment of each client’s
level of need and number of
days spent at the 100-person ca-
pacity center, Ivey said.

The National Adult Day Ser-
vices Association pegs the na-
tionwide average daily cost at
$56, which it says typically is
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The lvey adult day-care center will be a roughly $4 million
project, including the building and 1.35-acre site.

less than a home health visit
and about half the cost of a
skilled nursing facility.

Ivey, 50, views adult day care
as a niche between indepen-
dent and institutional living.

She learned about it in 2004
when her mother suffered a se-
ries of mini strokes and her fa-
ther became a caregiver for his
spouse of 51 years.

Ivey took a leave of absence
from Bank of America to spend
more time with them in Wil-
mington, where she discovered
a center that met their needs.

When she found no compa-
rable facilities near her home in
SouthPark, she decided to fill
the void instead of returning to
the bank.

Ivey started planning the
day-care center about a year
ago. She has been working from
the outset with regulatory
agencies to ensure that the fa-
cility will have state certifica-
tion when it opens.

The Ivey will be a roughly
$4 million project, including
the building and 135-acre site,
just off Fairview Road near
Brighton Gardens assisted liv-
ing center.

Ivey said she is financing the
project through private inves-
tors, a bank loan and a Small
Business Administration loan.

A big advantage of adult day
care, Ivey said, is allowing a
person to age in place. “They
don’t have to leave the home of
loved ones,” she said.

As the population ages, the
demand for such services is ex-
pected to increase. Ivey said
she’s interested in opening ad-
ditional centers in areas with
the demographic profile to sup-
port them.

The Ivey will employ about
30 social and medical staffers,
including a registered nurse to
administer medications and
nursing assistants to help with
baths and other needs.



